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Former DISD chief has radical education plan

t age 84, Linus Wright is
long retired from public
education. But the former
Dallas schools superintendent has
bold ideas to reform it.
Actually, he considers “reform”
too mild a word for the job at
hand. “Restructure” is more like it.
“You can't get anywhere being
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overcome.

Wright believes the only
solution is to start sooner with
those children, at age 3. And it
could be done economically
because you wouldn’t have to
use teachers.

Research shows that child
care providers with proper
training are fully capable of
offering the academic founda-
tion that children need, he said.

Wright, who ably served as
DISD superintendent from
1978 to 1987, said he began to
think about this restructuring
last year as the Texas Legisla-
ture slashed the education
budget.

“You can't just keep cutting
teachers,” he said. “Something
has to be done to improve
education with the money we
have.”

Among other ideas, he
would expand the school cal-
endar. What we have nowisa
relic of our distant agrarian
past. Students no longer need
summers and afternoons free
to help with farm chores. What
they need to compete in the
modern world is a lot more
countries, students go to school
240 days a year versus our 180
days” Wright said. “And they go
eight hours a day versus our six.
You can see why their students

ieve more.”

As for those former 12th-
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Already, many high school
seniorstake college-level AP
classes and dual-credit courses
atcommunity colleges. Sothe
ideaof fullyshiftingthose
suldentstoamﬂegesetunglé'
not soradical.

Except for football, of
course.

Wright knows his ideawill
face tremendous opposition -
from coaches and athletic
boosters who want to see those
bigseniors play. But Wright *
said athletics are overempha-
sized atall levels of schooling: .
today. Scholastics would simply
have to trump athleticsin this,
case. S
Wright notesthathigh
school ended at the 1ith grade
when hegraduated. The 12th
grade was added in 1940, not
outofacademic necessity but
becausethe Great Depression
had leftso many young people
withoutjobs ormoneyfor
college, hesaid. w

Wright's13 recommenda--
tions will get their first public -
discussion nextmonthatan
eventsponsored by the Nation-
al Center for Policy Analysis, a
Dallas-based thinktank.

Thelifelong educator said
politicians are too timid to take
Changewill only comeifecivic
leaders embrace the ideasand
rally publicsupport, hesaid.

All Americans oughttobe
alarmed at how our students
world, particularly in math and
science, he said. And our drop-
outrateof 30 mwpmts
mﬁymushmabk. '. :
countryand our future,
said. “Wereallydon'thavea
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